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Uniqueness---Congress putting a framework in place to head off spending sequestration of the military when it returns in November

Government Executive 9-6, 12, http://www.executivegov.com/2012/09/frank-kendall-sequestration-means-11-lne-item-cuts-rd-included/

If sequestration cuts take effect … least the defense half of it

The plan is controversial – lobbying, deficit, and Solyndra
Crippes 9/20 (Christina Crippes writes for The Hawkeye.  “Grassley laments Siemens job losses”  published online: 9/20/2012) http://www.thehawkeye.com/story/grassley-092012
Grassley does not expect the … the stimulus before going bankrupt. 
Capital is key

Fox News, 9-12, 12, http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/on-the-record/2012/09/12/moodys-puts-pressure-congress-debt-deal-most-predictable-crisis-youll-ever-see#ixzz26GDjJCeB

THUNE: Well, look, I think that … know, money every single day 

Sequestration causes global war

Michael O'Hanlon, ‘12 Director of Research and Senior Fellow @ Brookings in the 21st Century Defense Initiative, 2012, September 23(The Future of National Defense and the U.S. Military Ten Years After 9/11, http://www.brookings.edu/testimony/2011/0913_defense_budget_ohanlon.aspx)

If such a plan is not … come home from the world.
Failure to reach a deal causes a credit downgrade

AP, 9/12/12 (“Moody's set to downgrade US without budget deal”, http://www.indystar.com/viewart/20120912/BUSINESS/209120329/Moody-s-set-downgrade-US-without-budget-deal)

The U.S. government's debt rating could … of the talks is clear.

Tanks the global economy

Manier 11 George Maniere, contributor to Seeking Alpha, 7/28/11, “U.S. Debt Downgrade and Its Consequences Too Close for Comfort,” Seeking Alpha,  http://seekingalpha.com/article/282627-u-s-debt-downgrade-and-its-consequences-too-close-for-comfort

Despite what you may have … like a day at the beach.
Extinction

Geoffrey Kemp, ‘10 (Director of Regional Strategic Programs at The Nixon Center, served in the White House under Ronald Reagan, special assistant to the president for national security affairs and senior director for Near East and South Asian affairs on the National Security Council Staff, Former Director, Middle East Arms Control Project at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2010, The East Moves West: India, China, and Asia’s Growing Presence in the Middle East, p. 233-4)

The second scenario, called Mayhem … -thirds of the planet’s population.

russia

Drop in oil prices destroys Russian economy

KRAMER 12 – New York Times writer and editor (ANDREW E. “Higher Oil Prices to Pay for Campaign Promises” New York Times March 16, 2012 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/17/business/global/vladimir-putins-big-promises-need-fueling-by-high-oil-prices.html?_r=2?pagewanted=print Putin Needs ajones)

MOSCOW — In American presidential politics, … part of Mr. Putin’s stump speech.

Russian economic decline causes nuclear war

FILGER 2009 (Sheldon, author and blogger for the Huffington Post, “Russian Economy Faces Disastrous Free Fall Contraction” http://www.globaleconomiccrisis.com/blog/archives/356)

In Russia historically, economic health … is its least dangerous consequence.
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Counterplan Text:  The United States federal government should:

-expand the definition of clean energy to include technologies that have not yet matured

-gradually shift subsidies from mature technologies to basic research in universities and government labs

-fully fund and expand the Advanced Research Project Agency-Energy

-fully fund the Clean Energy Deployment Administration 

-launch cross-border partnerships with governments and private firms including but not limited to China

-enter negotiations with Brazil, China, the European Union, India, and Japan to remove restrictions on the clean energy market

-implement a revenue-neutral tax on carbon dioxide emissions

Solves case best and avoids politics.

Victor and Yanosek 11 – (2011, David, Professor at the School of International Relations and Paciﬁc Studies at the University of California, San Diego, and Director of the school’s Laboratory on International Law and Regulation, and Kassia, Founding Principal of Tana Energy Capital LLC, has worked in private equity and at Bechtel and BP, “The Crisis in Clean Energy Stark Realities of the Renewables Craze,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, No. 4, July/August 2011)
The growing crisis in the … climate change and energy insecurity. 
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The United States federal government should fully fund a program to cover 4.8% of the surface of the Earth’s oceans in a monolayer of 0.1 μm diameter latex particles, either hollow, or of core-shell morphology, bearing a conventional stabilization system that is inactivated in salt water.

Solves warming, only costs $2 billion, and avoids all solvency deficits associated with traditional ocean albedo modifications.

Morgan 11 – (10/8/11, John, PhD in physical chemistry, runs R&D programmes at a Sydney startup company, research experience in chemical engineering in the US and at the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, Australia's national science agency, “Low intensity geoengineering – microbubbles and microspheres,” http://bravenewclimate.com/2011/10/08/low-intensity-geoengineering-microbubbles-and-microspheres/) 

Is there another way to … the contribution from multiple scattering).

4.8% of a whole ocean monolayer is 8.3×108 kg of dry polymer, or about 1.7×109 kg wet latex. At say $1.20 per kg, this would cost $2.0 billion and account for 17% of 2005 global production capacity.

This is, surprisingly, well within reach. $2.… well inside existing production capacity.
Conclusion

So consider this final elaboration of Russell Seitz’ bright idea: 0.1 μm diameter latex particles, possibly hollow, or of core-shell morphology, bearing a conventional stabilization system that is inactivated in salt water ensuring that the particles are retained at and near the surface, are produced in bulk using about 17% of existing production capacity and using commercial recipes, and are sprayed onto the sea from tanks aboard ships or crop dusting aircraft, oil rigs, and other structures, in the mid latitudes.

For a cost in the order … microbubble concept, are also possible. 

warming advantage

Coal exports are limited now – but declining US consumption causes greater infrastructure investment

Felicia Resor, WyoFile, May 2012, "Heat … modifications in its leasing program.
Reduced US consumption causes more exports—doesn’t avoid coal-burning

Brad Plumer, Wonkblog, 4/9/2012, "What happens … no matter where it’s burned.
That link turns their warming arguments

David Roberts, Grist, 5/1/2012, "Fighting coal … kept in the damn ground.
That outweighs their scenario – international emissions are key to limit warming

Lane, 4/23/09 *resident fellow at the … paths only at the margin.

Domestic politics block in both the US and China – even if China gets on board

Hale, 11 - PhD Candidate in the Department of Politics at Princeton University and a Visiting Fellow at LSE Global Governance, London School of Economics (Thomas, “A Climate Coalition of the Willing,” Washington Quarterly, Winter, http://www.twq.com/11winter/docs/11winter_Hale.pdf
To be fair, no one … regional governments to reduce emissions.

Can’t solve warming even if … we stopped all emissions today

ANI 10
3-2010, http://news.oneindia.in/2010/03/20/ipcchas-underestimated-climate-change-impacts-sayscientis.html

According to Charles H. Greene, Cornell … dangerous climate change," said Green.

Consensus of experts agree no impact to warming

Hsu 10 

Jeremy, Live Science Staff, July 19, pg. http://www.livescience.com/culture/can-humans-survive-extinction-doomsday-100719.html
His views deviate sharply from … experiment whose result remains uncertain." 

Runaway warming is false – no impact

Allegre et al 12 (Claude Allegre, former director of the Institute for the Study of the Earth, University of Paris; J. Scott Armstrong, cofounder of the Journal of Forecasting and the International Journal of Forecasting; Jan Breslow, head of the Laboratory of Biochemical Genetics and Metabolism, Rockefeller University; Roger Cohen, fellow, American Physical Society; Edward David, member, National Academy of Engineering and National Academy of Sciences; William Happer, professor of physics, Princeton; Michael Kelly, professor of technology, University of Cambridge, U.K.; William Kininmonth, former head of climate research at the Australian Bureau of Meteorology; Richard Lindzen, professor of atmospheric sciences, MIT; James McGrath, professor of chemistry, Virginia Technical University; Rodney Nichols, former president and CEO of the New York Academy of Sciences; Burt Rutan, aerospace engineer, designer of Voyager and SpaceShipOne; Harrison H. Schmitt, Apollo 17 astronaut and former U.S. senator; Nir Shaviv, professor of astrophysics, Hebrew University, Jerusalem; Henk Tennekes, former director, Royal Dutch Meteorological Service; Antonio Zichichi, president of the World Federation of Scientists, Geneva, “No Need to Panic About Global Warming,” 1/27/11) http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204301404577171531838421366.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
There's no compelling scientific argument for drastic action to 'decarbonize' the world's economy.

Editor's Note: The following has been signed by the 16 scientists listed at the end of the article: 
A candidate for public office … on global warming are needed.

In September, Nobel Prize-winning physicist Ivar Giaever, a supporter of President Obama in the last election, publicly resigned from the American Physical Society (APS) with a letter that begins: "I did not renew [my membership] because I cannot live with the [APS policy] statement: 'The evidence is incontrovertible: Global warming is occurring. If no mitigating actions are taken, significant disruptions in the Earth's physical and ecological systems, social systems, security and human health are likely to occur. We must reduce emissions of greenhouse gases beginning now.' In the APS it is OK to discuss whether the mass of the proton changes over time and how a multi-universe behaves, but the evidence of global warming is incontrovertible?"

In spite of a multidecade international … to be ascribed to CO2.

The fact is that CO2 is not a pollutant. CO2 is a colorless and odorless gas, exhaled at high concentrations by each of us, and a key component of the biosphere's life cycle. Plants do so much better with more CO2 that greenhouse operators often increase the CO2 concentrations by factors of three or four to get better growth. This is no surprise since plants and animals evolved when CO2 concentrations were about 10 times larger than they are today. Better plant varieties, chemical fertilizers and agricultural management contributed to the great increase in agricultural yields of the past century, but part of the increase almost certainly came from additional CO2 in the atmosphere.

Although the number of publicly … to keep his university job.

This is not the way science is supposed to work, but we have seen it before—for example, in the frightening period when Trofim Lysenko hijacked biology in the Soviet Union. Soviet biologists who revealed that they believed in genes, which Lysenko maintained were a bourgeois fiction, were fired from their jobs. Many were sent to the gulag and some were condemned to death.

Why is there so much passion about global warming, and why has the issue become so vexing that the American Physical Society, from which Dr. Giaever resigned a few months ago, refused the seemingly reasonable request by many of its members to remove the word "incontrovertible" from its description of a scientific issue? There are several reasons, but a good place to start is the old question "cui bono?" Or the modern update, "Follow the money."

Alarmism over climate is of … policies are not justified economically.

A recent study of a wide variety of policy options by Yale economist William Nordhaus showed that nearly the highest benefit-to-cost ratio is achieved for a policy that allows 50 more years of economic growth unimpeded by greenhouse gas controls. This would be especially beneficial to the less-developed parts of the world that would like to share some of the same advantages of material well-being, health and life expectancy that the fully developed parts of the world enjoy now. Many other policy responses would have a negative return on investment. And it is likely that more CO2 and the modest warming that may come with it will be an overall benefit to the planet.

If elected officials feel compelled to "do something" about climate, we recommend supporting the excellent scientists who are increasing our understanding of climate with well-designed instruments on satellites, in the oceans and on land, and in the analysis of observational data. The better we understand climate, the better we can cope with its ever-changing nature, which has complicated human life throughout history. However, much of the huge private and government investment in climate is badly in need of critical review.

Every candidate should support rational measures to protect and improve our environment, but it makes no sense at all to back expensive programs that divert resources from real needs and are based on alarming but untenable claims of "incontrovertible" evidence.
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Energy independence doesn’t sustain heg – global oil market

Levine 11 (Steven Levine, contributing editor at Foreign Policy, a Schwartz Fellow at the New America Foundation, “Is this group think, or is the U.S. about to be energy-independent?” 11/1/11) http://oilandglory.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/11/01/is_this_group_think_or_is_the_us_about_to_be_energy_independent
One becomes nervous when a consensus … from friendly Canada and Mexico?

As discussed over the weekend, Clifford Krauss of the New York Times and oil consultant Daniel Yergin, writing at the Washington Post, have published long pieces marveling at the emerging picture of a hydrocarbon bonanza in the United States and right on its borders. Today, the Financial Times' Ed Crooks adds a third lengthy analysis to this growing train, suggesting that by 2035, the U.S. and Canada together could be producing a whopping 22 million barrels of oil a day -- more than twice the current volume - and thus requiring almost no other crude from anywhere. Add up oil shale from North Dakota (pictured above, North Dakotan oil camp), Texas and elsewhere; Gulf of Mexico crude; natural gas liquids from shale gas; plus Canadian oil sands, and you get the picture. In combination, the analyses leave one with whiplash.

How surprising is this shift? In his Washington Post piece published Sunday, Yergin describes the emergence of a "new world oil map ... centered not on the Middle East but on the Western Hemisphere." But just six weeks ago, Yergin published The Quest -- his comprehensive, 754-page fresh dive into global energy -- which not only doesn't mention such a shift, but describes a continued Middle East-centered oil universe in which the notion of energy security is a mere "mantra." Yergin already needs to go to an updated second edition.

What could undermine the prognoses is if the result is relatively low oil prices, and a resumption of America's gluttonous gasoline appetite, which would erode millions of barrels of oil a day. Still, Crooks finds solace in the volumes further afield, but still in the Western Hemisphere: "Even if the most optimistic hopes are not fulfilled," he writes, "one can imagine a future in which the U.S. imports oil only from Canada, Mexico and a handful of other friendly countries such as Brazil."

But what does this mean in the big picture? First, America's trade balance would improve considerably -- currently, crude oil imports account for 44 percent of the U.S. trade deficit, Crooks writes. But according to Citigroup oil economist Edward Morse (quoted by Crooks), it also means a new day for the U.S. as a global superpower:

The notion that the U.S. was a superpower in the 20th century but won't be in the 21st doesn't hold up so well now. Compare it to a country such as China, which is going to be overwhelmingly dependent on energy imports. The U.S. is in a much stronger position.

I was left puzzled by … to find out. His reply:

Superpower status really does depend over time on lots of abilities to deliver public goods for a wide variety of others; energy dependence is a severe handicap for being able to do that. To be sure one can do it for a long period of time, perhaps, but not readily forever.  China might or might not have access to cheap energy feedstocks and to virtual self-sufficiency.  The U.S. stands an excellent chance of access to both; it's hard to write off an economy that has these two pillars of long-term strength.

So one would not "write off" the United States. Abundant domestic energy is a big advantage. The U.S. decline narrative has always been -- like the Big New Idea of U.S. oil abundance we are discussing -- a suspected case of group think. The rise of western hemisphere oil adds an important datapoint to the equation. Yet it seems equally not yet time to strike up the band.

Ultimately, none of this changes … fuel to a different energy future." 

No resource wars—reject their method

Barnett 2009 (Thomas, visiting scholar at U Tennessee's Howard Baker Center, The Daily Sentinel, "Threat of great power war recedes" http://www.gjsentinel.com/opin/content/news/opinion/stories/2009/03/21/barnett_power_war.html?cxtype=rss&cxsvc=7&cxcat=9)

Why do I so casually dismiss “… defend their growing economic networks.

No impact to hegemonic decline

Preble 8/3/2010 (Christopher Preble, director of foreign policy studies at the Cato Institute, taught history at St. Cloud State University and Temple University, was a commissioned officer in the U.S. Navy, Ph.D. in history from Temple University. “U.S. Military Power: Preeminence for What Purpose?” 8/3/10) http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/u-s-military-power-preeminence-for-what-purpose/)

Most in Washington still embraces … security of their respective regions.

And it doesn’t resolve any conflicts
Fettweis 11

Christopher, Professor of Political Science @ Tulane, Dangerous Times?: The International Politics of Great Power Peace, pg. 172-174

The primary attack on restraint, … States was no less safe.

No risk of decline – we’re far too strong

Kagan 12 (Robert Kagan,  senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution and a columnist for The Washington Post, “Not Fade Away,” 1/11/12) http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/99521/america-world-power-declinism?passthru=ZDkyNzQzZTk3YWY3YzE0OWM5MGRiZmIwNGQwNDBiZmI&utm_source=Editors+and+Bloggers&utm_campaign=cbaee91d9d-Edit_and_Blogs&utm_medium=email
The answer is no. Let’s start … every region of the world.

By these military and economic measures, at least, the United States today is not remotely like Britain circa 1900, when that empire’s relative decline began to become apparent. It is more like Britain circa 1870, when the empire was at the height of its power. It is possible to imagine a time when this might no longer be the case, but that moment has not yet arrived.

All the challengers are even worse off

Kaplan and Kaplan 2011 – *national correspondent for The Atlantic, senior fellow at CNAS, **30-year CIA vet, vice chairman of the National Intelligence Council (2/23, Robert and Stephen, The National Interest, “America primed”, http://nationalinterest.org/article/america-primed-4892)

In terms of acute threats, … and Russia enjoy nothing comparable.

Energy independence destroys hegemony and kills US geopolitical influence in the middle east

Hulbert 8/19 – (2012, Matthew, Lead Analyst at European Energy Review and consultant to a number of governments, most recently as Senior Research Fellow, Netherlands Institute for International Relations, former Senior Research Fellow at ETH Zurich working on energy and political risk, MPhil in international relations from Cambridge University, “America Will Deeply Regret Its Fixation On Energy Independence,” http://www.forbes.com/sites/matthewhulbert/2012/08/19/why-america-will-deeply-regret-us-energy-independence/4/)

The U.S. energy independence debate is … beckoning just around the corner.

Independence: Passive And Active

Passive = Libya, where the U.S. made it abundantly clear to Europe that Tripoli was not considered a vital national security interest for the U.S., despite prices hitting $127/b. Britain and France were left  picking up the pieces, with U.S. firepower providing back-up support, rather than frontline artillery. The chances of that happening had the U.S. not struck oil would have been unthinkable in the 2000s. Conversely, aggressive = Iran. The U.S. has decided that chimerical nuclear containment is a higher priority than collateral impacts Iranian sanctions have had on global oil markets. The conclusions are now chillingly clear. The U.S. will increasingly only act in its own perceived national security interests. As long as those interests went hand in hand with safeguarding international oil supplies, consumer state could all rest easy. But U.S. energy independence has torn up the script: We’ve entered a brave new world where Washington is not only unwilling to cover supply gaps through military / political action (Libya), and if needs be, is willing to put narrow interests above and beyond oil market stability (Iran).

No one should blame, or … extend U.S. influence across the globe.

US energy independence causes China to build a blue water navy and seize control of key sea lanes

Johnson 12 – (6/26/12, citing Michael Levi, David M. Rubenstein senior fellow for energy and environment at the Council on Foreign Relation, Keith, Wall Street Journal, “U.S. Oil Boom Spotlights China’s Persian Gulf Dependence,” http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2012/06/26/u-s-oil-boom-spotlights-chinas-persian-gulf-dependence/)

The U.S. is moving toward greater … to U.S. interests in the Pacific.

Causes a war in Asia

Mearsheimer 10 – (2010, John, PhD in government from Cornell University, professor of Political Science at the University of Chicago, “The Gathering Storm: China’s Challenge to US Power in Asia,” Chinese Journal of International Politics (2010) 3 (4): 381-396, http://cjip.oxfordjournals.org/content/3/4/381.full)

Third, Chinese strategist are going … is one on the horizon.

War with China goes nuclear – safeguards won’t prevent escalation

Wittner 11 – (11/28/11, Lawrence, PhD in history from Columbia University, Emeritus Professor of History at the State University of New York/Albany, “COMMENTARY: Is a Nuclear War with China Possible?” http://www.huntingtonnews.net/14446)

While nuclear weapons exist, there … use a bullet or anything else.”

Of course, China didn’t have nuclear weapons then.  Now that it does, perhaps the behavior of national leaders will be more temperate.  But the loose nuclear threats of U.S. and Soviet government officials during the Cold War, when both nations had vast nuclear arsenals, should convince us that, even as the military ante is raised, nuclear saber-rattling persists.

Some pundits argue that nuclear … , and generating chaos and destruction.
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Counterplan solves – combination of research funding, a carbon tax, and lower subsidies solves.

Carl 12 – (4/6/12, Jeremy, research fellow at the Hoover Institution and a member of the Shultz-Stephenson Task Force on Energy Policy, former research fellow at the Program on Energy and Sustainable Development at the Freeman Spogli Institute of International Studies, Stanford University and research fellow in resource and development economics at the Energy and Resources Institute, India’s leading energy and environmental policy organization, MPA from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, PhD candidate in Environment and Resources at Stanford University, “ When Subsidies Fizzle,” Hoover Digest (2012) no. 2, http://www.hoover.org/publications/hoover-digest/article/113426)  
“Nobody knows anything.” William … has a reasonable chance of occurring. 

Taxing carbon and funding research and development is the best way to make clean energy competitive – creates the conditions for efficiency and technology breakthroughs.

Carl 12 – (4/6/12, Jeremy, research fellow at the Hoover Institution and a member of the Shultz-Stephenson Task Force on Energy Policy, former research fellow at the Program on Energy and Sustainable Development at the Freeman Spogli Institute of International Studies, Stanford University and research fellow in resource and development economics at the Energy and Resources Institute, India’s leading energy and environmental policy organization, MPA from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, PhD candidate in Environment and Resources at Stanford University, “ When Subsidies Fizzle,” Hoover Digest (2012) no. 2, http://www.hoover.org/publications/hoover-digest/article/113426)  

While pricing carbon can help … renewable flavor of the week. 

Subsidies create a boom and bust cycle that decreases competitiveness and innovation.

Victor and Yanosek 11 – (2011, David, Professor at the School of International Relations and Paciﬁc Studies at the University of California, San Diego, and Director of the school’s Laboratory on International Law and Regulation, and Kassia, Founding Principal of Tana Energy Capital LLC, has worked in private equity and at Bechtel and BP, “The Crisis in Clean Energy Stark Realities of the Renewables Craze,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, No. 4, July/August 2011)
Whether this shakeout will strengthen … , could yield a true energy revolution. 

Wind, solar, nuclear and more will all inevitably collapse.

Jenkins et al. 12 – (Apr. 2012, Jesse, Director of Energy and Climate Policy, Breakthrough Institute, Mark Muro, senior fellow and director of policy for the Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings, Ted Nordhaus and Michael Shellenberger, Cofounders, Breakthrough Institute, Letha Tawney, Senior Associate in the World Resources Institute's Climate and Energy Program, Policy Associate, Energy and Climate Program, “Beyond Boom & Bust,” The Breakthrough Institute, http://thebreakthrough.org/blog/Beyond_Boom_and_Bust.pdf)

With virtually all clean tech … /electric vehicles and advanced batteries. 
case
These structural factors are a better predictor of decline

Kagan 12 (Robert Kagan,  senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution and a columnist for The Washington Post, “Not Fade Away,” 1/11/12) http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/99521/america-world-power-declinism?passthru=ZDkyNzQzZTk3YWY3YzE0OWM5MGRiZmIwNGQwNDBiZmI&utm_source=Editors+and+Bloggers&utm_campaign=cbaee91d9d-Edit_and_Blogs&utm_medium=email
Powerful as this sense of … , and a culmination, of a longer process.

a) Russia is weak

Graham 2007 (Thomas, Russia in Global Affairs, "The dialectics of strength and weakness", http://eng.globalaffairs.ru/numbers/20/1129.html, WEA)

An astute historian of Russia, … long-term relations with Russia.

b) China can’t challenge us – geopolitical position

Cohen and Zenko 12 (Micah Zenko, Fellow for Conflict Prevention at the CFR, and Michael A Cohen, Senior Fellow at the American Security Project, serves on the board of the National Security Network and has taught at Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs, served in the U.S. Department of State, former Senior Vice President at the strategic communications firm of Robinson, Lerer and Montgomery, bachelor’s degree in international relations from American University and a master’s degree from Columbia University,  Foreign Affairds,  Vol. 91, Iss. 2; pg. 79, “The United States Is More Secure Than Washington Thinks,” Mar/Apr 2012) 
As the threat from transnational … United States to a weak one.

d) every other country will just help America

Kagan 12 (Robert Kagan, senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution and a columnist for The Washington Post, “Not Fade Away,” 1/11/12) http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/99521/america-world-power-declinism?passthru=ZDkyNzQzZTk3YWY3YzE0OWM5MGRiZmIwNGQwNDBiZmI&utm_source=Editors+and+Bloggers&utm_campaign=cbaee91d9d-Edit_and_Blogs&utm_medium=email
BUT WHAT ABOUT the “rise … economic strength into military strength.

5) Prefer our ev – declinists always exaggerate things that don’t matter

Haas, 09 – former communications director to Vice President Gore (Lawrence, Dissent Magazine, Spring/Summer, “Letter from Washington: Don’t Bet on America’s Decline,” http://www.dissentmagazine.org/democratiya/article_pdfs/d16Haas.pdf)


Declinism, as it applies to … to change any time soon.

Maintaining a presence in the Middle East is key to geopolitical influence in all other areas and helps prevent future price spikes

Hulbert 11 – (11/10/11, Matthew, Lead Analyst at European Energy Review and consultant to a number of governments, most recently as Senior Research Fellow, Netherlands Institute for International Relations, former Senior Research Fellow at ETH Zurich working on energy and political risk, MPhil in international relations from Cambridge University, “Why "energy independence" means less power for the US, not more,” http://www.europeanenergyreview.eu/site/pagina.php?id=3428)

Secondly, and probably even more … connected to world oil flows.

Causes regional war in the Middle East

Tsafos 06 – (4/19/06, Nikos, Senior Manager and Natural Gas Specialist, Upstream & Gas at PFC Energy, former MA candidate (at time of writing) at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins, completed MA in international relations in 2007, “Think small on energy,” http://www.energybulletin.net/node/15147)

The obsession with alternative energy … do it a little bit better.

Middle East war escalates

Russell 09 – (James A. Russell. Associate Professor in the Department of National Security Affairs at Naval Postgraduate School. Master’s in Public and International Affairs from the University of Pittsburgh and a Ph.D. in War Studies from the University of London, 2009 “Strategic Stability Reconsidered: Prospects for Escalation and Nuclear War in the Middle East”.  Spring 2009. Proliferation Papers. Security Studies Center)

Strategic stability in the region … risk for the entire world.

Naval war in East Asia will escalate

Kaplan 11 – (2011, Robert, Chief Geopolitical Analyst for Stratfor, non-resident senior fellow at the Center for a New American Security, former Distinguished Visiting Professor in National Security at the United States Naval Academy, “The South China Sea Is the Future of Conflict,” Foreign Policy, Sept/Oct 2011, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/08/15/the_south_china_sea_is_the_future_of_conflict?page=full)

JUST AS GERMAN SOIL constituted … is the South China Sea.

Whatever moral drama does occur in East Asia will thus take the form of austere power politics of the sort that leaves many intellectuals and journalists numb. As Thucydides put it so memorably in his telling of the ancient Athenians' subjugation of the island of Melos, "The strong do what they can and the weak suffer what they must." In the 21st-century retelling, with China in Athens's role as the preeminent regional sea power, the weak will still submit -- but that's it. This will be China's undeclared strategy, and the smaller countries of Southeast Asia may well bandwagon with the United States to avoid the Melians' fate. But slaughter there will be not.

The South China Sea presages a … shifting from Europe to Asia.

Energy independence incentivizes violent competition over resources

Mallaby 06 – (7/3/06, Sebastian, director of the Maurice R. Greenberg Center for Geoeconomic Studies and Paul A. Volcker senior fellow for international economics at the Council on Foreign Relations, “What 'Energy Security' Really Means,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/02/AR2006070200675.html)

What about U.S. relations with energy … security talk only creates insecurity.
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Strong growth now across all key indicators-only shocks to energy supplies can upset gains

Forbes 7/18 (Russia's Economy in 2012: A Strong Start and an Uncertain Future; www.forbes.com/sites/markadomanis/2012/07/18/russias-economy-in-2012-a-strong-start-and-an-uncertain-future/)

Well the results of the … 2012 GDP growth will just under 3%.

US transportation sector is key to world oil demand

WORLD CRISIS 2008 (“World Oil Crisis: Driving forces, Impact and Effects,” http://www.world-crisis.net/oil-crisis.html)

The demand side of Peak … to 5 million barrels per day.

Alternative energy causes a flood 

ETS ‘8 (Petro-politics Expert Marcel: Saudis Have Oil But Not Enough; OPEC May Flood Market To Hurt New Techs, 1-28, http://energytechstocks.com/wp/?p=793, 7-3-11)

During a lengthy conversation, Marcel, who … , “Why should we trust them?”

Russian economy will continue to grow even with Dutch disease

B&S 2012 (Banking and Stock Exchange, Finance, Economics (Russia) June 28, 2012 lexis)

The economy will grow 3.9% on … factor is a rise in taxes."

Dutch disease is already occurring—only high oil prices allow Russia to fund diversification and solve it

MOISEEV 7-6-2012 (Alexey Moiseev is head of macroeconomic analysis at VTB Capital, London, “Modernisation is Russia's  cure for 'Dutch disease'” The Telegraph, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/russianow/business/9382538/russia-dutch-disease.html)

Any country trying to diversify … tariffs on the oil sector.

This worked for a short period, but became far less successful when the government started increasing social spending significantly in the run-up to the 2007-08 election. Higher spending resulted in higher inflation, which put vastly increased wage pressures on the non-resource orientated private sector, dramatically eroding its competitiveness.

The government attempted to protect this part of the private sector by the use of customs tariffs but now that Russia is finally joining the WTO and accepting the free-trade principles incumbent upon it, it has to scale back this type of protection.

The conclusion that we can draw from this is that it is almost impossible to achieve effective and successful economic diversification away from oil or other commodities when their prices are high and when an economy is fully integrated into the global trade system. That is, it’s almost impossible to achieve this through purely administrative or similar measures.

What can be done, and  … essential to finance such efforts.

However, if the conditions are not right then the money earned by selling commodities at a time of high and rising prices will not be returned to Russia, and therefore cannot be used to contribute to the government’s modernisation and diversification agenda.

This brings us back, once again, to the same crossroads and subsequent dilemma: the investment climate has to be improved and structural bottlenecks need to be resolved, in order for investments to come into Russia and for the diversification and modernisation agenda to be achieved.

The government clearly understands this … continue to play a vital role.
